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Jillian’s Great Fortune Cookies
Jillian Garvin of Jillian’s Great Fortune Cookies recently 
relocated her Internet-based fortune cookie company from 
Michigan to Tiburon. This business creates giant, gourmet 
fortune cookies that are a twist on the traditional fortune 
cookies eaten after a Chinese meal, made by using Jillian’s 
own secret French butter cookie recipe. 

These fortune cookies come in three large sizes: The smallest 
is the “great-mini” which is softball size ($6.50), next is the 
“great” which is football size ($17.50) and the third size is the 
“colossal” and measures a whopping 13 inches in diameter 
($50). Also for sale are the “less fortunate” cookies which are 
one great fortune cookie that has broken and sells for $6 per 
bag.

The fortunes inside the cookies can be customized with 
a personalized message and can be used in a variety of 
ways such as an invitation, announcement and save the 
date. Objects like a ring box have been wrapped up inside 
these cookies as well as tickets, gift cards and certificates. 
Customized labeling is also a service that is offered for an 
additional charge. This service is great for businesses that 
want to maintain complete branding of their logo. They’re 
also wonderful for personal parties, bar and bat mitzvah’s 
and anyone that has a theme they want to adhere to with a 
unique party favor. 

In addition to the customized fortunes, Jillian’s Great 
Fortune Cookies offers a selection of categories of fortunes, 

like greeting cards, appropriate for 
many occasions, including birthdays, 
congratulations, anniversaries and get well 
wishes.

The cookies are popular with businesses 
because the packaging and fortunes can 
be customized with personal messages 
and business logos. 

Jillian got into fortune cookie baking after she was laid off from 
her job in advertising, a field she had worked in for 12 years. 
She began making cookies for her friends as gifts, but after six 
months of unemployment, decided to turn her pastime into a 
business.

“Initially,” she said, “I was fortunate because the Detroit News ran 
a story on me early on, and other publications followed suit. I 
did some costly advertising but, more importantly, supported 
charities.” As word-of-mouth got her name out, Jillian began 
tapping into the E-mail market, learning about promoting 
a business as she went along. “My clients in Michigan and 
elsewhere are very supportive and continue to order from me 
here,” said Jillian. “Now I am working on getting my presence 
known in the Northern California area.” 

Jillian’s Great Fortune Cookies takes an active role in the 
community by donating baskets of cookies to various non-
profit organizations and by supporting their events and silent 
auctions. Cookies are available through the Internet at www.
jillianscookies.com or by phoning 415-435-4500.
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Mike Gornet, Mr. Handyman, was appointed Vice President 
of the Chamber at the last Board of Directors’ meeting. Mike 
is an invaluable volunteer in the community.

The monthly mixer goes Italian this month. Schottelius 
European Fine Arts will host this month’s mixer. On her 
trips to Italy every summer, gallery owner Marie-Nicolette 
Schottelius meets a group of artists who specialize in the 
production of authentic frescoes that she now imports 
exclusively.  These unique handcrafted art pieces have become 
so popular all over Marin that Nicolette has expanded her 
business to staging high-end residences, currently working 
with Olivia Hsu Decker. In addition, Nicolette’s business 
is featured in Western Art & Architecture. Please join us for 
home-made Italian appetizers and enjoy beautiful Italian 
craftsmanship at the Thursday, April 24th mixer. For more 
information, go to www.europeanarts.org or call 435-3451.

Servino’s Ristorante has live music every Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. Call 435-2676 to learn 
the names of the bands playing.

On Sunday, March 30, Landmarks Opening Day for the 
season, docents at the Railroad & Ferry Depot Museum invite 
kids to jump aboard the Tiburon time machine and play with 
trains to travel back in time to the days when Tiburon was 
a railroad town. The Depot Museum plus Old St. Hilary’s, 
the Howell Wildflower Preserve, the China Cabin and the 
Art & Garden Center will all be open to visitors, 1 to 4 p.m. 
For more information, call 435-1853, or e-mail: lmsoffice@
sbcglobal.net or www.landmarks-society.org.

Friday Nights on Main Street will be held for eight weeks 
this year starting on Friday, June 27, and continuing on July 
11, 18, 25, August 1, 8, 15 and 22, plus Oktoberfest on Friday, 
September 26. Angelo Servino is this year’s chair. 


